
 
 

 
 
 

MICHIGAN CAMPUS COMPACT 

MLK Challenge 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 

  RFP Available:   Monday, September 1, 2008  
  RFP Deadline:   October 31, 2008 
 
  Cycle Begins:  November 1, 2008      
  Cycle Ends:   January 31, 2009 (approximate date)  

 

 

The MLK Challenge  
Through offering eight $500.00 mini-grants  to Michigan Campus Compact member institutions, 
the MLK Day Challenge 2009 will mobilize 1,000 college students and youth to complete service 
projects throughout the state of Michigan while reflecting on Dr. King’s life.  
 

For toolkit and more information, visit:  
http://org.elon.edu/nccc/resources/documents/ToolKi t08-FINAL.pdf  

 
 

Selection Process  
All Michigan Campus Compact member campuses are eligible to apply for a $500.00 mini-grant. 
They will recruit participants from their campus and can also recruit volunteers from other Michigan 
Campus Compact member campuses in their region.  
 

Preference will be given to applicants that partner with local schools or agencies to recruit youth 
volunteers, with special emphasis on disadvantaged youth. All applicants must also demonstrate 
how they will accomplish 15% minority involvement. Applicants must partner with community 
agencies to provide a service or meet a need with that agency or in the community.  
 
Awardees’ Expectations  
All awardees will be responsible for the following: 

• Provide an opportunity for students to be involved in a service project in celebration of MLK 
Day 

• Recruit 125 participants to be involved in service activities including students, community 
partners and youth 

• Provide participants with the opportunity to take the MLK Year Challenge asking participants to 
pledge 50 additional hours in the upcoming year. 

• Register all participants, tracking numbers of students, faculty, staff, youth, community 
members involved, including a 15% minority involvement 

• Incorporate reflection and integration of Martin Luther King, Jr. throughout your events 
• Require all participants to complete an evaluation during the closing session 
• Complete a Project Report at the conclusion of the project 

 
 

What Michigan Campus Compact Will Provide  
• A $500 mini grant for each Host Campus to assist with cost of resources 
• An MLK Challenge “how to” toolkit 
• An informational website 
• Access to materials to utilize during the orientation 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MLK CHALLENGE 
Application Components & Checklist 

 
All grant applications need to be typed in 12 point font.  The Narrative should be no more 
than 3 pages (not including budget information). Faxed and electronic proposals will NOT 
be accepted. 
 
 
MLK Challenge Proposal Checklist 
       Title Page 
       Proposal Narrative 
       Budget 
 
 
DEADLINE FOR THE APPLICATION IS October 31, 2008 
Open to all MCC member campuses 
Award Notification: November 3, 2008 
 
Submit Proposal to 
Michigan Campus Compact, 
Michelle Snitgen 
1048 Pierpont, Suite 3 
Lansing, MI 48911 
 
 
For More Information 
 Contact Dorthy Beemon, Michigan Campus Compact, 
517.492.2458 or dbeemon@micampuscompact.org 
 

 
 

MLK Challenge Grants are made possible by a grant r eceived from the Corporation 
for National and Community Service and North Caroli na Campus Compact 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MLK Challenge Grant 
2008-2009  

APPLICATION TITLE PAGE 
 

Name of Institution_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Lead Applicant___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Program Manager________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Complete Campus Address_________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone________________________________Fax____________________________________ 
 
E-mail  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature_____________________________________________Date_______________________ 
 
 
Authorized fiscal agent signature (Please note: This application must be routed through the 
appropriate campus system, and signed by the person authorized on campus to accept 
external contracts and grants on behalf of the institution.  No application will be accepted 
without a correct authorized fiscal agent signature.) 
 
Fiscal Agent_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Complete Address________________________________________________________________ 
  
Telephone __________________________________Fax_________________________________ 
 
E-mail__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature____________________________________________Date________________________ 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

MLK CHALLENGE 
Host Campus Narrative  
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MLK Challenge Service Event 

 
What are your plans to implement a MLK of Service project in 2009?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Experience 

Have you ever hosted an MLK service event?  YES____ NO____ 
If ‘YES’, describe past projects and events you have hosted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer Recruitment 
 
How do you plan to meet or exceed the expected volunteer recruitment outcomes? Keep in mind that 
125 participants are expected and can include students, community partners and youth. What efforts 
will you take to get 15% minority involvement? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Partners 
 
Describe how many community partners or agencies you plan to work with. (Try implementing 
multiple service projects or multiple agency beneficiaries of the service).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Campus Mobilization 
 
Do you plan to mobilize other campuses to be involved in both the planning of and participation in this 
event? If so, please describe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
MLK CHALLENGE 
Host Campus Budget  

 
Grant Funds  
May be used to assist with resources needed to plan  your MLK Day of Service 
Challenge events 
 

May not be used for: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Matching   
A (2:1) match is required for this grant (grant fun ds = $500.00, match amount = 
$1,000). The match can include cash, in-kind donati ons or resources provided by 
state and local government (NOT Federal Funds). 
 

Examples of in-kind donations include but are not limited to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Budget 
 
Provide a summary of how you intend to use the grant funds, including the 2:1 Match  
(grant funds = $500.00, match amount = $1,000).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

�  Donated staff time used in planning 
�  Volunteer staff time used in planning 

(NOT volunteer participants) 
�  Collaborating/community partner staff 

time 
�  Supplies (Paint, tools, t-shirts, etc.)  
�  Trainers 

 

�  Snacks & meals 
�  Transportation 
�  Facilities costs 
�  Equipment 
�  Services 
�  Advertising & Promotion 
�  Printing 

�  Honoraria or speaker fees 
�  A celebration banquet or other activity not 

connected to the direct service (i.e. 
parades, recognition ceremonies, 
celebrations) 

�  Religious instruction 
�  Worship 
�  Proselytization 
�  Voter registration 



 
 

 
 
 

Ten Great Ways to Meet Your Match 
 

 
1. Staff/faculty time spent on service learning project or programming; including professors, 

administrative staff, graduate assistants or workers/volunteers that come directly from your 
community partner. 

 
2. Room/space used for project, be sure to pro-rate for amount of time project is using space 

and use value provided by the institution, can include value of utilities and maintenance. 
Can be a classroom, conference room, department/office space provided, etc. 

 
3. Variety of supplies necessary to run program including: photocopying, office supplies and 

materials, postage, AV equipment, phone, internet, fax, etc. Use the amount that you would 
have to pay. 

 
4. Fiscal agents that do not take any indirect cost. Ask fiscal person and obtain the negotiated 

rate for the organization. 
 

5. Cash contributions, from community organizations, peers, staff/faculty, relatives or 
fundraising endeavors. 

 
6. Transportation provided at no cost to the project, possibly bus, truck or car transportation, 

you can use the state approved mileage rate multiplied by the number of miles traveled. 
 

7. Donation of project supplies including items necessary to accomplish program goals and 
objectives. 

 
8. Additional discounts above and beyond those available to the general public provided by 

local vendors. It is best to get the vendor to note the additional discount directly on invoice. 
 

9. Grants or other funds that are obtained and used to further goals and objectives of the 
project. 

 
10. Volunteer recognition items including: refreshments for celebrations, recognition certificates 

or other items to recognize and acknowledge commitment. Use the amount that you would 
have to pay. 

 
The basic rule of thumb is that you can count most reasonable and necessary items that are 
used to meet the goals and objectives of the project. It is essential that match is appropriately 
documented. Document the basis for determining the value of donation. Get a signed voucher 
or letter from the donor including: name, date, description of item/service, signature and 
estimated value. 
 

Adapted for higher education from http://www.servicelearning.org/filemanager/download/5-
Ten_Great_Ways_To_Meet_Your_Match.doc 


